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of the creatures and giving them pleasure, made them
eager to enjoy her, and so becomes the cause of the
obscuration of the individual and the Highest Soul "
(i.e. the Kutastha-Rurusa) (Schrader). He who turns
away from the light sees darkness and his own eyes are
for the time as if blinded; when the soul turns from
God to gaze on creation instead, her eyes are dimmed^
obscured. The Lord's power of nigraha binds and ob-
scures the soul as a result of her own act. He darkens
her three qualities thus : Form is obscured by atomicity
(anutva). Power is darkened by impotence, and clear-
sighted Intelligence is obscured by ignorance (ajHatva).

Thus from (* beginningless time the soul or jiva
deviates away from its natural and proper function of
contiguity to Bhagavto, and for this act of transgression
the soul comes under the influence of the Maya-s^akti
of Bhagavan, and thereby identifies itself with the
mind, the senses, and the body, which are but the
effects of the same Maya-s^akti. From this identifica-
tion it receives pleasure or pain. Hence there arises
in the soul a desire for pleasure and an aversion to
pain. And by reason of such desires and aversions it
engages in various good and bad acts from which
accrue to it merit and demerit" (M. 8).

This is the process by which the eternal, self-shining'
soul falls into the humiliating delusive realm of mdy^
which we call the world. Man identifies himself with
his body and its experiences, develops egoism, cultivates
love for one thing and hate for another, so that he can
no longer see things as they are but only as he thinks